
Persuasive, legally  
binding evidence

Peace of mind  
among all parties

A significantly faster 
document workflow

Electronic Signatures 
vs. 

Digital Signatures

BETTER TOGETHER

Defining the Difference

Electronic signatures and digital signatures are often used 
interchangeably in conversation, but in reality, each carries 

a distinct set of defining features and functions.

ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES DIGITAL SIGNATURES

DEFINING FEATURES

It’s a legal concept that stands  
as lasting representation and  
capture of someone’s intent

Encryption technology underlying 
the electronic signature works with 
an electronic signature NOT as an 
electronic signature

FUNCTIONS

AN ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE NEEDS  
TO PROVE:

HOW DIGITAL SIGNATURES  SUPPORT 
ELECTRONIC SIGNATURES

WHO signed SECURES SENSITIVE DATA associated 
with documents through encryption

WHAT was signed
DETECTS TAMPERING EFFORTS and 
invalidates signed documents if they 
 have been altered in any way

INTENT and Consent STRENGTHENS signer trust

Simply having a digital signature applied to a document doesn‘t ensure 
integrity. How it is used and applied to support the electronic signature  
is very important.

Pairing the two together ultimately produces

SOCIAL MEDIA

 

Copyright © 2021 OneSpan North America Inc., all rights reserved. OneSpan™, Digipass® and Cronto® are registered or 
unregistered trademarks of OneSpan North America Inc. and/or OneSpan International GmbH in the U.S. and other 
countries.  All other trademarks or trade names are the property of their respective owners. OneSpan reserves the 
right to make changes to specifications at any time and without notice. The information furnished by OneSpan in 
this document is believed to be accurate and reliable. However, OneSpan may not be held liable for its use, nor for 
infringement of patents or other rights of third parties resulting from its use. Last Update August 2021.

For information about copying, distributing and displaying this work, contact: info@onespan.com

OneSpan.com

INFO-ELECTRONICVSDIGITAL-ENG-090221

https://www.OneSpan.com

